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Order of Christian Funerals 
The death of a loved one is very painful. Grief over the loss can make it hard to make 
decisions. However, arrangements do have to be made. This booklet provides information 
to help you.

Church’s Recognition of Cremation 
The Church recognizes that there are times that cremation best meets the needs of the 
family. In March, 1977, the Holy See granted an indult to the Order of Christian Funerals. 
Even though the Church’s preference is to have the body of the beloved present at the 
funeral liturgy (with cremation after the funeral Mass), prayers are now provided in the 
Catholic funeral rite when cremation happens before the funeral and the cremated remains 
are present for the funeral liturgy. 

Care of the Cremated Remains: 
The remains are to be placed in a worthy vessel, transported with the same care as a casket 
and placed in a final resting place where throughout the years family and friends may return 
again and again to visit and pray for their loved one. Just as in burying a casket, a plaque or 
gravestone recording the name and dates of a loved one is appropriate, the same approach 
is appropriate for the cremated remains. 

Visitation/Vigil Service 
The visitation is usually the first opportunity for the community to come and offer 
condolences, give support and share stories of the life events of the one who has died. 

A vigil service provides the opportunity for the Christian community to pray together for 
the one who has died and in support of the loved ones who are in grief. Such prayer allows 
the bereaved to find strength in the presence of Christ. 

The visitation may be at the funeral home the evening before the funeral. Or you may wish 
to have the visitation at the church, instead of or, in addition to, the funeral home. 

Funeral Liturgy 
The funeral liturgy is most important. It is the faith community’s main prayer for the 
one who has died. The funeral liturgy also gives comfort to the family and friends of the 
deceased. The liturgy affirms Christ’s victory over sin and death and expresses the close 
connection between the living and the dead in the communion of saints.

The funeral liturgy is usually a Mass. Some exceptions are made. The funeral Mass is 
customarily held in the parish church of the deceased or the church of her/his family. 

If the funeral liturgy is celebrated outside of a Mass (a prayer service), it may be held either 
at the church or at the funeral home. 

Rite of Committal (Burial) at the Cemetery
The rite of committal is the final liturgy in the order of Christian funerals. Like the vigil 
service, the rite of committal makes use of scripture, intercessions and prayers. To have a 
priest or deacon at this final moment is a great source of consolation to those who will now 
have to continue their journey in life without their beloved.



The Catholic Cemeteries Difference 
Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Omaha is a non-profit organization serving 
Catholic families, the clergy and religious orders with the corporal work of mercy of 
respectfully interring the deceased and providing their perpetual care. 

Our five Cemeteries are designed and maintained to encourage prayerful visitation through 
the use of statuary, landscaping, architecture, and Christian memorials. 

Memorial Masses are regularly offered for the repose of the souls of loved ones interred in 
the Cemeteries. 

All products and services can be pre-planned. 

Personal wishes and difficult decisions can be made today, minimizing the emotional stress 
your mourning family may have at the time of need. 

Prepaid prices of certain memorials (i.e., markers, monuments, bronze plaques, etc.) are 
guaranteed for up to 5 years and ALL other prepaid arrangements are guaranteed for life so 
your family will avoid incurring future inflation. 

Our Ministry here at the Catholic Cemeteries is to assist you and your family in any way 
we can. Please call if you have any questions or concerns at (402) 391-3711 or stop by 
our central office in Calvary Cemetery. We are privileged to provide general information, 
maps, and pre-planning services suited to your unique family needs. Feel free to drive 
through the five Catholic Cemeteries and go into the mausoleums, which are open 7 days a 
week, all year long. May our perpetual care provide you and your family peace as we await 
the final Resurrection. 

The death of a loved one is very painful. Grief over the loss can make it hard to make 
decisions. However decisions must be made. We prayerfully hope this booklet assists you.

These initial steps should be taken in your pre-planning at the time of death

 * Contact funeral home of choice

 * Contact your church

 * Contact Catholic Cemeteries

Where Do I Start? 
Step 1: CATHOLIC FAMILY RECORD GUIDE 
Catholic Cemeteries offers this complimentary Catholic Family Record Guide to assist you 
in planning your Wake/Visitation, Funeral Mass and Rite of Committal. The guide may be 
found on our website www.CatholicCem.com, or, if you prefer, call one of our Family Ser-
vice Representatives at our central office in Calvary Cemetery at (402) 391- 3711 for a copy. 

Step 2: OBTAIN A FINAL RESTING PLACE 
Common Questions to Consider 

* Do I want to be in a particular cemetery? 

* Are there any family members or friends I wish to be near? 

*  Do I want a traditional casket or cremation burial in the ground, or do I want to be in 
a crypt or niche above ground? 

* Do my spouse and I agree on the same type of interment, or do we each want a different 
type where we can still be together? 

* If I desire to be buried, do I want an upright monument or a flat marker? 

* Do I want additional spaces for family members?
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General Policies 
Flat Markers. Only fresh flowers are permitted in permanent and approved in-ground vases from 
April 1st through November 1st. Appropriate artificial decorations may be placed November 
2nd through March 31st. 

Monuments. Appropriate decorations may be placed year round on the base of an upright 
memorial so long as they do not interfere with the daily operations of the cemetery. 

Mausoleums, Crypts, Niches. Items can only be placed in or on an approved vase attached to a 
crypt or niche front. No items can be taped, wired or otherwise attached to the crypt or niche 
front. Fresh flowers are not permitted in a mausoleum, and will be promptly removed if found. 

Inappropriate Items. Items not conforming to Catholic Cemeteries’ policies, items placed in 
the ground or those extending onto adjoining graves, crypts or niches will be removed without 
notice. Out of respect for our consecrated grounds, pets and smoking are not permitted. 

Holidays. Appropriate decorations may be placed on in-ground graves starting at noon on the 
Thursday prior to the following holidays: Easter, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and Father’s Day. 

Decorations must be removed prior to gate closing on the Sunday following these holidays; 
and, Catholic Cemeteries will dispose of all artificial decorations starting on the following day, 
Monday. 

Memorial Replacement Assistance Program. Catholic Cemeteries accepts no responsibility 
for missing decorations or damage to memorials placed in any of our Cemeteries. Memorial 
items are the responsibility of the purchaser or family. However, Catholic Cemeteries offers a 
program to help defray some of the costs of replacing certain memorials. Please call the office at  
402-391-3711 and ask for the Memorial Department for details. 

Vases. Certain cremation niches were not originally designed or intended to have Cemetery-
approved flower vases attached to the front cover. Unapproved vases are not to be attached and 
will be removed without notice. In-ground vases should be left turned down in the cemeteries 
during the winter months. 

Our Five Consecrated Catholic Cemeteries 
Calvary, 7710 West Center Road 

Resurrection, 7800 West Center Road 
Holy Sepulchre, 4912 Leavenworth Street 

St. Mary Magdalene, 5226 South 46th Street 
St. Mary, 3353 Q Street 

Gates. 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. during Daylight Savings Time. 
Otherwise, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Monthly Memorial Mass 
A Memorial Mass is celebrated on the first Monday of every month unless otherwise scheduled 
due to a civil holiday or religious observance. A Rosary is recited at 5:00 pm and Mass begins 
at 5:30 p.m. in Holy Angels Mausoleum within Resurrection Cemetery. Please call our office to 
confirm specific Mass dates. 

Providing our Catholic Families with 
 Respectful interment 
 Daily prayer for all those deceased 
 Perpetual care of consecrated grounds 
 Peaceful environment and facilities 
 Catholic artwork 
 Pre-need assistance 
 Holiday flowers and wreaths 
 Vaults, vases, and memorializations 
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ecord

Life Record For

First Name Middle Name Last Name

Address/Street City State Zip

Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year) Social Security Number

Birthplace City State Country

Career

Occupation Retired ☐ Yes  ☐ No

Company Address Years Employed

Prior Employment Address Years Employed

Education

Elementary School  Year

Junior High School  Year

High School  Year

Trade School/Community College Degrees Years Graduated

University Degrees Years Graduated

Fraternities/Honour Society Affiliation

Civic Activities/Public Offices Held/Organizations

Miscellaneous

Military Service

Branch Rank Unit Serial Number Enlistment Date Location

Theatres of Service/Duty   Discharge Date Location

Veteran/Reserve Organization

Location of Discharge Papers

Other

Spouse Name (maiden) Date of Birth Place/Date of Marriage

Preceded in Death by

LIFE RECORD
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MEMORABLE EVENTS

Please list Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding(s), birthdays, first date, promotions, 
accomplishments, hobbies, etc.

Occasion Description Date

Baptism

First Communion

Confirmation

Wedding

Ordination

Special days and events of one’s life
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ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERAL PREFERENCES

Please list Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding(s), birthdays, first date, promotions, 
accomplishments, hobbies, etc.

Deposition Preference for ☐ Organ Donor (optional)

☐ Full Body ☐ Cremation ☐ Anatomical Donor

Mortuary Funeral Director

Jewelry to be ☐ Worn Wedding Ring ☐ Stays on 
☐ Removed ☐ Return to

Type of Flowers for Casket/Charitable Donations

Pall Bearers (if cremation, Honorary Pall Bearers)

Vigil Instruction

Visitation ☐ Yes ☐ No

Priest/Deacon

Music Reading(s)

Speakers (sharing of memories) Rosary Leader

Favorite Bible passages, poetry, quotations, verses, other literature, etc.:

Mass/Memorial Service Instructions

Parish and Priest

Lectors

Person(s) to Place Pall on Casket Item to Place on  Pall (crucifix)

Scripture Readings

1st Reading 2nd Reading

Responsible Psalm Gospel Reading

Prayers of the Faithful

Music Selections

Opening Hymn Offering Hymn

Communion Hymn Final Hymn

Gift Bearers Vocalist Organist
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ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERAL PREFERENCES – CONTINUED

Committal (cemetery)

Priest/Deacon

Participating Organizations: ☐ Fraternal     ☐ Military     ☐ Lodge     ☐ Society     ☐ Other

Special Instructions

Interment Location

Section Row Low Grave Number Mausoleum/Columbarium Corridor/Wall Row Space

Burial Vault: Type

Purchased at

Delivery, Set-Up, Tent ☐ Paid     ☐ Not Paid

Interment Fee: $ ☐ Paid     ☐ Not Paid
(“Open/Close”)

Type

Memorial (Marker, Monument, Panel on Crypt or Niche)

Type

Purchased at Installed   ☐ Yes    ☐ No

Additional Lettering Needed:

Type (Granite Engraving, Bronze Scroll)

 Purchased at:

Other Options (Vase, Veteran, Pictures)

Reception Lunch

Special Instructions (i.e. Church Luncheon or Caterer)

Cemetery Selection

☐ Calvary Cemetery – 7710 W. Center Road ☐ Holy Sepulchre – 4912 Leavenworth Street

☐ Resurrection Cemetery – 7800 W. Center Road ☐ Resurrection Cemetery – 7800 W. Center Road

☐ St. Mary – 3353 Q Street ☐ Other
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OBITUARY

Obituary details can be written prior to death. This helps provide information which surviving family 
members may struggle to remember. Consider including information like specific dates (birth, employ-
ment, retirement, previous deaths, and military service). Other items to include are memberships to 
volunteer organizations and community clubs. You may also want to include your wishes for memorials 
for Masses, your parish endowment funds, or other charitable or religious causes. 

Do you want to include a picture?     ☐ Yes     ☐ No 
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FAMILY

Biological Parents (Needed for Death Certificate

Father Birth Date & Place of Birth

 Address & Phone

 Death Date & Place (if applicable)

Mother (maiden name) Birth Date & Place of Birth

 Address & Phone

 Death Date & Place (if applicable)

Step or Adoptive Parents (Needed for Death Certificate)

Father Birth Date & Place of Birth

 Address & Phone

 Death Date & Place (if applicable)

Mother (maiden name) Birth Date & Place of Birth

 Address & Phone

 Death Date & Place (if applicable)

In-Laws

Father Address Phone Birth Date & Place

Mother (maiden name) Address Phone Birth Date & Place

Brothers and Sister Address Phone Birth Date & Place
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Individuals to be contacted at time of death. 

Name 

Address 

Email 

Telephone 

Relationship

OTHER RELATIVES, FRIENDS AND ORGANIZATION AFFILIATIONS

NOTES
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SECURITY

Home Computer 

User ID Password

Ebay Account

PayPal Account

Office Computer

Cell Phone

User ID Password

Electronic Device

Home Safe/Fore-proof Safe or Firm Arms safe 

Home Security or Business Security

User ID Password

Garage Door Code

Program/Website 

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID Password

User ID Password

User ID Password

User ID Password

User ID Password

User ID Password

Program/Website 

Program/Website 

Program/Website 

Program/Website 

User ID Password

Number /Website

Number/Website

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID PasswordProgram/Website 

User ID Password

User ID Password

Program/Website 

Program/Website 

Program/Website 
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LOCATION OF IMPORTANT PAPERS

TRUSTS/ WILLS 

Indicate in the space the location of the various important papers by inserting the following letters. 
H-Home B-Safe Deposit Box W-Work A-Attorney O-0ther (Specify in notes section) 

____ Wills  ____ Certificate of Burial Rights 

____ Birth Certificate(s) ____ Tax Returns and Information 

____ Cemetery Property Documents ____ Health Care Power of Attorney 

____ Marriage License  ____ Medical Instructions 

____ Life Insurance Policies  ____ Personal Assets (home) Inventory 

____ Accident & Health Policies  ____ 401k’s 

____ Property Damage Insurance  ____ IRA’s 

____ Automobile Insurance  ____ annuity 

____ Citizenship Papers (if applicable)  ____ Stock Certificate(s) 

____ Military Discharge Papers  ____ Bond Certificate(s) 

____ Copy of Mortgage or Lease ____ Passport(s) 

 ____ Deed to Home  ____Address Book (personal/ work/ electronic)  

____ Automobile Title or Bill of Sale  ____ Other Important Documents or Valuables  

____ Boat Title  __________________________________________

Official Name of Trust/Will  Date 

Is Located 

I Have Named as Personal Representative 

Address 

My Family Attorney is 

Address 

Official Name of Trust/Will  Date 

Is Located 

I Have Named as Personal Representative 

Address 
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FINANCES

Ordinarily, access to an individual account will not be honoured until permission has been obtained from the local Inheritance Tax Department 
or Court. 

Bank Accounts 
Name and Location  Type of Location of Bankbooks,  Name on

of Bank  Account Account Number Checkbooks, Statements Account

Safe Deposit Box 

Name and Location Box Number Location of Keys Persons with Access Contents
of Bank 

Charge Accounts and Credit Cards 

 Name and Location Type of Account
Of Company  Account Number   (monthly, revolving) 

Car Titles

Year, Make, Model Bank Financed  Listed Title Name 

Advisors

Address  Phone  Email 

Accountant/tax Preparer Address Phone Email 

Attorney Address Phone Email

Financial advisor/broker 
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Insurance

INSURANCE
Record your policies in this book and reconfirm your primary and contingent beneficiary. If policies are lost or destroyed, all you need to make a 
claim is to know the name of the company and the policy number. 

Life Insurance

Name Of Company Policy Number Primary And Contingent Beneficiary Death Benefit Amount 

Name Of Insurance Agent Company Office Phone # 

Name Of Company Policy Number Primary And Contingent Beneficiary Death Benefit Amount 

Name Of Insurance Agent Company Office Phone # 

Name Of Company Policy Number Primary And Contingent Beneficiary Death Benefit Amount 

Name Of Insurance Agent Company Office Phone # 

Name Of Company Policy Number Primary And Contingent Beneficiary Death Benefit Amount 

Name Of Insurance Agent Company Office Phone # 

Accident and Health Insurance

Amount of Death & Weekly AccidentalName Of Company Policy Number 
Disability Benefit Benefit

Name of Insurance Agent Company Office Phone #

Insurance Agents (home/renters/auto)

Agent Insurance Company Office Phone

Agent Insurance Company Office Phone

Agent Insurance Company Office Phone

Note: You will need to provide a certified copy of the Death Certificate to each Company to collect life insurance.
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SOCIAL SECURITY DEATH BENEFITS 

VETERAN’S DEATH BENEFITS

Social Security benefits are not paid automatically. Applications must be made on prescribed forms and specific documents must be furnished. Further, 
there are time limits on submitting claims. The Federal Government provides a varying death benefit to those covered by Social Security. This is payable 
to the surviving spouse or administrator that pays the funeral expenses. 

To facilitate receiving Social Security death benefits, you will need many of the following items when contacting the Social Security Office

☐ Marriage Certificate (copy acceptable)  ☐ Children’s Birth Certificate 

☐ Surviving Spouse Birth Certificate  ☐ Social Security Number 

☐ Deceased Birth Certificate  ☐ Death Certificate 

☐ Total Wages Paid to Deceased on W2 or Schedule ‘C’  ☐ Funeral -Receipted Invoice of Deceased 

☐ Additional Documents Required 

To apply, contact the social security administration through their website, www.socialsecurity.gov or call 1-800-722-1213. 

If you are an honourably discharged veteran, you may be entitled to various benefits. The family must apply at the veterans administration office far 
these benefits. 

The office of veterans affairs also provides a free granite or bronze memorial after the veteran’s death. The order form and application can be obtained from 
the office of veterans affairs or at the catholic cemeteries of the archdiocese of Omaha office. 

To facilitate receiving veteran’s death benefits, you will need many of the following items when contacting the veterans administration office: 

☐ Marriage Certificate (copy)  ☐ Veteran’s Discharge Papers (D D-214) 

☐ Children’s Birth Certificate  ☐ Receipt of Veteran’s (itemized) Funeral Bill 

☐ Surviving Spouse Birth Certificate  ☐ Social Security Number 

☐ Total Wages Paid to Deceased on W2 or Schedule ‘C’  ☐ Death Certificate 

To apply, contact your closest Veterans Administration Office through their website at www.va.gov or call 1-800-827-0648.
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Is a symbol of Jesus, the Light of the World, 

who rose from the dead



__ #4. A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS (ALL READINGS CAN BE USED FOR BOTH THE
VIGIL AND FUNERAL MASS) (Select One per Liturgy)

__ #1. A reading from the book of Job 19:1, 23-27 (/ know that my Redeemer lives.) 
Job answered and said: Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they were 
inscribed in a record: That with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever! But 
as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust; Whom I 
myself shall see: my own eyes, not another's, shall behold him, And from my flesh I shall see God; 
my inmost being is consumed with longing. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Longer form: 
__ #2a. A reading from the book of Wisdom 3:1-9 (He accepted them as a holocaust.) 
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the 
view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going 
forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, 
yet is their hope full of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God 
tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as 
sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall 
dart about as sparks through stubble; They shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord 
shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall 
abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with his 
elect. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Shorter form: 
__ #2b. A reading from the book of Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (He accepted them as a holocaust.) 
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the 
view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was through an affliction and their going 
forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, 
yet is their hope full of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God 
tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as 
sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the 
faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care 
is with his elect. 
The Word of the Lord. 

__ #3. A reading from the book of Wisdom 4:7-15 (A blameless life is a ripe old age.) 
The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with 
the passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary 
crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved; he 
who lived among sinners was transported-Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or 
deceit beguile his soul; For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of 
desire transforms the innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the 
fullness of a long career, for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he sped him out of the 
midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into 
account. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Type a letter in the space to indicate liturgy.   V = Vigil    F = Funeral Mass



(Select One per Liturgy)

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS (ALL READINGS CAN BE USED FOR BOTH
THE VIGIL AND FUNERAL MASS) 

__#1. A reading from the book of Job 19:1, 23-27 (/ know that my Redeemer lives.)
Job answered and said: Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they were
inscribed in a record: That with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever! But
as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust; Whom
I myself shall see: my own eyes, not another's, shall behold him, And from my flesh I shall see
God; my inmost being is consumed with longing.
The Word of the Lord.

Longer form:
__#2a. A reading from the book of Wisdom 3:1-9 (He accepted them as a holocaust.)
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in
the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their 
going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be
punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved
them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the time of their visitation they shall
shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; They shall judge nations and rule over
peoples, and the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and
his care is with his elect.
The Word of the Lord.

Shorter form:
__#2b. A reading from the book of Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (He accepted them as a holocaust.)
The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in
the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was through an affliction and their
going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be
punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved
them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. Those who trust in him shall understand
truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy
ones, and his care is with his elect.
The Word of the Lord.

__#3. A reading from the book of Wisdom 4:7-15 (A blameless life is a ripe old age.)
The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with
the passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary
crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved;
he who lived among sinners was transported- Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind
or deceit beguile his soul; For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of
desire transforms the innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the
fullness of a long career, for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he sped him out of the
midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into
account.
The Word of the Lord.

__ #4. A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 











__ #15. A reading from the first letter of John 3:1-2 (We shall see God as he really is.) 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is revealed 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
The Word of the Lord. 

__ #16. A reading from the first letter of John 3:14-16 
( We have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers and sisters.) 
We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers [and sisters]. 
Whoever does not love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. The way we came to know love was that 
he laid down his life for us; so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers [and sisters). 
The Word of the Lord. 

__ .#17. A reading from the book of Revelation 14:13 (Happy are those who die in the 
Lord.) 

I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on." ''Yes," said the Spirit, "let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany them." 
The Word of the Lord. 

__ #18. A reading from the book of Revelation 20:11-21:1 
( The dead have been judged according to their works.) 
I saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it. The earth and the sky fled from his 
presence and there was no place for them. I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing 
before the throne, and scrolls were opened. Then another scroll was opened, the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to their deeds, by what was written in the scrolls. The sea gave up 
its dead; then Death and Hades gave up their dead. All the dead were judged according to their 
deeds. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the pool of fire. (This pool of fire is the second 
death.) Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the pool of 
fire. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 

The Word of the Lord. 
____#19. A reading from the book of Revelation 21:1-Sa, 6b-7 (There will be no more death.)
I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be 
his people and God himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has 
passed away." The one who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give a gift from the spring of life­
giving water. The victor will inherit these gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son." 
This is the Word of the Lord.
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER
The following intercessions may be used during a liturgy of the word 
or at Mass and should be adapted according to the circumstances. 

#1 

Presider: God, the almighty Father, raised Christ his Son from 
the dead; with confidence we ask him to save all his 
people, living and dead: 

Reader: For <Name>, who in baptism was given the pledge of 
eternal life, that he/she may now be admitted to the 
company of the saints. We pray to the Lord. 

R. Lord, hear our prayer.

For <Name> who ate the body of Christ, the bread of 
life, that he/she may be raised on the last day. We pray 
to the Lord. R.

For the family and friends of <Name>, that they may 
be consoled in their grief by the Lord, who wept at the 
death of his friend Lazarus. We pray to the Lord. R. 

For our deceased relatives and friends and for all who 
have helped us, that they may have the reward of their 
goodness. We pray to the Lord. R. 

For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising 
again, that they may see God face to face. We pray to 
the Lord. R. For all of us assembled here to worship in 
faith, that we may be gathered together again in God’s 
kingdom. We pray to the Lord. R. 

Presider: God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to 
the cries of your people: hear the prayers we offer for 
<Name> and for all our deceased brothers and sisters. 

Cleanse them of their faults and grant them the fullness 
of redemption. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen.

#2 

Presider:  My dear friends, let us join with one another in 
praying to God, not only for our departed brother/
sister, but also for the Church for peace in the world 
and ourselves. 

Reader: That the bishops and priest of the Church, and all 
who preach the Gospel, may be given the strength to 
express in action the word they proclaim. We pray to 
the Lord. 

R. Lord, hear our prayer.

That those in public office may promote justice and 
peace. We pray to the Lord. R. 

That those who bear the cross of pain in mind or body 
may never feel forsaken by God. We pray to the Lord. 
R. 

That God may deliver the soul of his servant <Name> 
from punishment and from the power of darkness. We 
pray to the Lord. R. 

That God in his mercy may blot out all <Name> 
offenses. We pray to the Lord. R. 

That God may establish <Name> in light and peace. 
We pray to the Lord. R. 

That God may call <Name> to happiness in the 
company of all the saints. We pray to the Lord. R. 

That God may welcome into his glory those of our 
family and friends who have departed this life. We 
pray to the Lord. R. 

That God may give a place in the kingdom of heaven 
to all the faithful departed. We pray to the Lord. R. 

Presider:  O God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, grant 
to the souls of your departed servants release from all 
their sins. Hear our prayers for those we love and give 
them the pardon they have always desired. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. R. Amen. 

#3 

Presider: Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is risen from the 
dead and sits at the right hand of the Father, where 
he intercedes for his people. Confident that God hears 
the voices of those who trust in the Lord Jesus, we join 
our prayers to his: 

Reader: In baptism <Name> received the light of Christ. 
Scatter the darkness now and lead him/her over the 
waters of death. Lord, in your mercy: 

R. Hear our Prayer.

Our brother/sister <Name> was nourished at the table 
of the Savior. Welcome him/her into the halls of the 
heavenly banquet. Lord, in your mercy: R. 

Many friends and members of our families have 
gone before us and await the kingdom. Grant them 
an everlasting home with your Son. Lord, in your 
mercy: R. 

Many people die by violence, war, and famine each 
day. Show your mercy to those who suffer so unjustly 
these sins against your love, and gather them to the 
eternal kingdom of peace. Lord, in your mercy: R. 

The family and friends of <Name> seek comfort and 
consolation. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness 
and doubt that comes from grief. Lord, in your 
mercy: R. 

Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord. 
Give refreshment, rest, and peace to all whose faith is 
know to you alone. Lord, in your mercy: R. 

We are assembled here in faith and confidence to 
pray for our brother/sister <Name>. Strengthen our 
hope that we may live in the expectation of your Son’s 
coming. Lord, in your mercy: R. 

Presider: Lord God, giver of peace and healer of souls, hear the 
prayers of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ and the voices of 
your people, whose lives were purchased by the death 
of your Son. Forgive the sins of all who sleep in Christ 
and grant them a place in your Kingdom. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. R. Amen. 
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